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Mrs Michelle Roberts; Mr Colin Barnett 

COURT DISTRICTS — POLICE — ACCOUTREMENT WEARING 

593. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Premier: 
I refer to the WA Police Union’s request to have the prohibition on wearing various accoutrements in court 
precincts lifted. 
(1) Is the Premier aware that, given the heightened terror alert, a similar ban in New South Wales has been 

lifted in all courts and court precincts in that state? 
(2) Does it concern the Premier that our officers are vulnerable, not just in the court precincts but also when 

travelling to and from courts? 
(3) Is the view that the Premier expressed on radio—that he did not think it would be a good look—old-

fashioned, superficial and ignorant of the real dangers that police face in 2015? 
Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(3) I do not think that that is an accurate quote the member used. 
Mrs M.H. Roberts: You said it on radio. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I do not think I actually said that; I think the member has added a bit. However, the issue 
of security and safety in our courts is a real one, and there is no doubt that there are serious terrorist issues 
around Australia. In fact, state cabinet will be briefed on that shortly, following a briefing that took place in 
Sydney as part of the recent leaders’ meeting and Council of Australian Governments meeting. We take that 
seriously, but to address this issue, I would prefer that we did not normally have armed police in our courts; as 
a matter of fact, I do not think that should be happening. However, there may be particular trials and particular 
individuals for whom a heightened level of security is required. A terrorist act or a bikie gang would be good 
examples. However, the point I have made, and the point I hold to, is that that is a matter for the Minister for 
Police and, in particular, the Chief Justice, and I will always, as Premier, take their advice on an issue like that. 
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